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The Coal Ir. 
of th and r 
once conjur . 
out of r _ "I ... 

ty Into 1 

d 
in 

of 11 y, 
G rtru d )' up -
ed th i n il a 1-
road 111 h Ii u in and 
the di ide, here e Greenbrier 
river heads, and Randol ph county 
begins. That is th e part of the Cold 
& Barren which lies in Pocahontas 
county. That rich territor 



the - divide, where the Greenbrier tot 
river heads, and Randolph county 
begins. T hat is th e part of h Id 
& Barren which lies in 0 hont 
county. T hat rich erritory r t d 
from Randolph county by rbitr tion 
in the eightie . e hay r-
eignity over that ne" f bu 
no treaty right for he ri h 
rogant county of andolph 
at the outcome f her nt 
the pastoral people of ocahontas, 
refused to record the findings 01 the 
Court. 

It is true that landed proprietors 
holding under the Crown had to rec­
ognize the Oonvention to have an act 
of the Legislature passed to insure 
quIet tItle and possession just like 
tl e c ttl h chief u ed to ha e to do 0 

t r h ng in th rnm nt. 
1 h i 
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It is true that landed proprieto 
holding under the Cro n had r 
ognize the Convention to ha ~ an ... ~ 
of the Legislature pa ed in ur 
quiet title and po e ion ju U 
the Scottish chief u ed h d 
after a change in the rnm n . 

This threw ho t 
boundary of spru e an hemI 0 

est country 0 rich in timber t 
render it worthle for anything el 

It was into thi country, the tow 
mentioned above sprang up and llou 
ished between the years 1903 an 
1915, but they are gone now Uk 
Ninevah and Tyre. 

We knew that the change had ta 
en place. That no less than se e 
postoffices had been allowed to lap,~v 

t we dId a.li2 hlL'\~L-C~.~~ 



mentioned above sprang up and flour­
i hed between the years 1903 and 
1 15, but they are gone now like 

inevah and Tyre. 
We knew that the change had tak­

en place. That no less than seven 
post offices had been allowed to lapse, 
but we did not realize how great the 
change was until last week when we 
traveled through that desolate COUD­

try over the well kept Western Ma­
ryland railroad. 

There once was a forest here that 
was fairly black with rich colored 
evergreen. Now it is a waste land. 
It looks brown and a small tree known 

round wood is springing up. It i 
11 tl e di er n e betwe n po rt 

w~a'lth, b tw n 11 bi 
t 1 l>ru 11. 
1 III un t· n~~ JruLl1~r..Lt 



- -,.,""'1 .... we id not realize how great the 
han e was until last week when we 

traveled through that desolate coun­
try over the well kept Western Ma­
ryland railroad. 

There once was a forest here that 
was fairly black with rich colored 
evergreen. Now it is a waste land. 
It looks brown and a small tree known 
as round wood is springing up. It is 
all the difference between poverty 
and wealth, between the big woods 
and the brush. 

The clear mountain streams flow 
between beautiful green banks and 
Jook like the sweet waters they are. 
To a stranger there would be nothing 
unusual in the country for barren 

l1]s are the rule and not the excep-
t, in most mountain regions, but 



~ the old timer knits his brows at the 
- pur ling brooks, and thinks of the big 
:l trees. 
t· _I It probably took a hundred thou-

sand years to build up those forests. 
- The slow process of erosion and nat-

ural selection, decay, and enrichment 
. 
. went on. Then came a period of ten 
! r ears in which men took off the lux-

uriant tree growth, and perhaps in 
another hundred thousand years an­
t er crop will be ready. An ever­
r en cutting does not repair itself 

. ) ik t t f the deciduous hard ood 
f 1 ~ . • WI n a pru e ountry i 

r 1 i lt in n iV' r 
r in \! 111 r r i. 

, r h' n n ll" 



... ~ 1. • ~llell a; p coun r 8 

ut 0 er nothing but intensive tree 
planting will restore it. 

The wonder is that in aU that 
e great lapse of time, the present gen-

i eration should have been tl:e one to 
. have lived just at the harvest time 

Some aeons ago said about the 
t year 99,999 B. C., the chances of any 
I. particular persons being on duty on , 

) 

" 

earth between the years 1903-1915 
. D. would have looked like a 

chance so slim as not to be worth 
onsidering. 

ust like the chance of any of the 
ele teeing Moses in the hereafter. 

eparted man, the story runs, 
li ar ivaI in Heaven e pre~.ea 

t . ut 
1 l' 1 n 1 .. uI' 

- -



1m lUi II 

plr to a 
J liStWetlrecmar ....-x1,..., 

le9t . eelnR' Moses In the hereafter. 

1m p pIe 
" and lIa 
n f tIl 
arri d n 

til public 

The departed man, the story .ra .. 
upon his arrival in Heaven apJ'l888ed 11 
11 de ire t o see Moses. But Heaven 
was so big and so densely populated 
th at t he nearest he ever came to see-
ing Moses was in the course of years 

11 manner to meet a man who had talked to a 

t I t man who had heard a man Csay that 
i of a eas 

d t f 
he saw the place where Moses once 

o eo 0 
. I stood. partlCu ar . . 

f. Has the experIence of seemg the 
Pdro esslOn

t
- primeval forest destroyed been griev­

t emus 
t I 

ous or gJad? We answer that the 
lawyers .. t th . Th present generatIOn IS more 0 us an Ie. e 
'~_nJ... t any that went before and more to us U\AUJon as 
. Co than any yet to come, so we are as ler un-

fa l"ourj te much entitled to these cedars of Leb-
public anan to build our temples as any 

I did no other generation a t any other tIme. 
I TJ ere wa on e a man by th n am 

f If nry 111JJ 1p \ lJ wa 1 kin 
r 'r till lalld In til n-

Ii J Illl r II 1I n' r 
~Y ... II 11 III l 

., I J 

This 
prize title 
the big f 
way to -
great res 

Butth 
the 31,00 ' 
to keep 1 
proud, 
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ow 
the 
I t i an 
in h 



) tlJ JIJ~f OJ> h U8 ...... -

man who had heard a. Inan a tha. prb.e t\t\ at 
~ of iJ (, Jo:J.,.<;(, II saw tIle place where M on e the big f rf 
,end nlJ of st,ood. W Y t it. 
p:JrMcIITnr IIas the experience of e ing the gr r s~ 

ion- primeval forest destroyed been griev- ut tlL r 
'g rou t OUS or glad? We answer that the h 31., () 

lawyer: present generation is more to u than to k p \" 
~ .. Til any that went before and more to us PI" ud, an 
a.11OD ta.s tl1an any yet to come, so we are as beglnnlnl 
r oun- much entitled to these cedars of Leb- ow th 
.ourite anan to build our temples as any the SVI 

public other generation at any other time. It is a.n 
lid not There was once a man by the name in the .. 
assist- of Henry PhiJIips who was lookin"g 3~OOO fl 
I and after this land in the seventeen- been f( 
I our ~i neties. He found the surveyor of lawyet 

and Bath county living at Marlins Bot- has we 
lbrier 
, Vir- tom, and through his labors ~e sur- found 

veyed out 41,000 acres at the head good 
waters of Greenbrier River and this 
survey takes in most of that rich 
country. 

The surveyor of Bath county, one 
WilHam oage treated it as b long­

{Jf \ng t Bat1 county, but even in th 
rn II days ando1ph 1 ld 1 1 It 

'cum­
~lyes 

rter a 
~teri 1 

\t \ hown th t 

" v y 
y 1 

t , 

• -

til t 



st,nt 
• r nud r 

011 of jr-

If I1Ul­

h Dl l\' 
~t , of a 
, rna rio1 
ab ut to 

of 

___ --~~~·-~r ~Ql - ~aw:yey a.nd 
Hatl] county Hvlng at Marlins Bot- has WOnder.d'" 
tom, and through his la.bors he SUy- found It mi. 
\' y d out 41,00 acres at the head good titles, a; 

water of Greenbrier River a.nd this treated to th 
urYey ta),es in most of that rich spectable tit 
ountry. amuck, 
The surveyor of Bath county, one We have 

William Poage treated it as belong- that the wo 
ing to Bath county, but even in those but cippus, 
days Randolph laid claim to it as gions of th 

, furni 11 it is shown that a Randolph surveyor means the 
made a survey of 31,000 acres for stone," a 

la Poca- Ri chard Smyth about the same time, here. Be 
er to the which interfered, interlocked and has ever 

,di tin- lapped on the 41,000 acres. Fork of 
Ilmport- It was this abominable tangle of the hfgh) 
roudftdeJnt- Unes that caused Thomas Jefferson to hontas Co 
an e ec- , 

see that the Northwest Terntory was 
laid out like a checker board, and it But we s 
was by reason of that lesson that you & Barren 

1 vision go to the west to find definite sur-
name veys and to Virginia for wonderful 

rolled land lawyers, 

n- ITenry hilJip having a ulr d 
I 

till aid J ittl r n aLL • n 1 n 
\ n aylng t,ll Itltn • 

f 'I a.lrl It, \\ I h 
J ' I II • r (I I 

\ Ir 'Ir I 

h 
l.vv 

r 



eflnlte ur-
111 t " , . Is1011 1:0 1,0 til 
tlJ:lt n"m v ys an to 

\ '0 "J' 11 d land Jawyers. 
for nderful ° 

tIl un- Henry Pbi1lip~ having a ulTed 
l11Jn. 1,111 land, paid little or no a tention 
t1J drum- to it, not even paying the paltTY 
'r m on taxe asses ed again t it. With th T 
'Tip wllen large surveys it lay idle and u e1 . 
~. Even The legislature of Virginia finding 

\ 

ntoQ. 
l' t.\.oua 

ho re 
th ~'ul' 

t \.h m. 
/Jere the that such large grant hindered the d tern 

towns development cast about for a remedy, and wl1 
, May, and evolved the law of forfeiture, It ho 

• 

CCUPI- which was a pretty bright thought improve 
d rail- considering that on no other part of like as 
in and the world's surface was there such a parture 
lbrier total disregard for land once ac- vastly 
mnty quired. wake u 
Cold So in the eighteen-thirties and pla('e 1 
mta eighteen-forties, they began to cut 

eel up these lands and sell them for the 
. . 

IOn enefit of the school fund. 
f- e hillips 41,000 acres offered a your 
t fair. j t for the new law. and it lng 

• 

'U up and Id t the hi he t 
and h n Jt 11 n 

. r J u, J 11 1 
I 
I~I 



ra ion 

ight n -forti , they began to cut 
up th e lands and sell them for the 
b n tit of the school fund. 

" \' r- The hillips 41,000 acres offered a 
fair ubject for the new law. and it 

your AlC' 

ing to 
and no, 

I, bu 
ar-

;o.' i ] 

t a . 
be 

ure 

d 

• 

v a cut up and sold to the highest 
bidders and when it was all tolled 
up the various parcels as bid in show­
ed that the 41,000 acres brought 

212.00 which was about the cost of 
surveying and selling it. In view of 
the fees of latter day surveyors, we 
can only wonder at this moderation. 

n the titles based on this sale the 
1 and rose in value until it was worth 

vest 
"bit. " 
Food 
ciano 

• lon, 
the 

omething like five million dollars in is 
one day and this for the timber 'alone 

nd i now that the timber has been 
at omething like five dol­
r , a g trong land ult­

f(Jr 'r ~lng. 

ur · r n 
r I 





TTlg 1 • 

the t wn 
and f1our-
190 and 
noW like 

had tak­
n even 
to lap e, 
reat the 

when we 
~te coun­
ern Ma-

lere that 
colored 

Ite land. 
eknown 
). It is 
poverty 
' woods 

(low 
a d 

,In 
Our force 
declslve, 

The work of some surveyor on this But w& 
hillips tract in the old days most to 

ed an interesting example of the didoes larger nllOQ 

that the magnetic needle cuts in the ate 
course of time. This is called the t~iVlng 
variation of the needle. In the froz- compared 
en north there is a shifting magnetic which 
pole that moves east for a while and sharing. 
then moves back and crosses the true lAth little 

. w ~a 
north Ime and wanders west, and ev- ing our "'Tn 

ery little palpitating magnetic needle ed service 
hung on a pivot thousands of miles ica's 
away, follows it and points to it in a Si~ of COli lQ 

truly idiotic way. What the pole is Wh~~ iss 
or why it travels, no man can say but What 
woe to the surveyor who does not al- and 
low for the defiection of the needle Shall we 
by the course of time. The further or resolve 

wheat to 
he goes the wider the mark. comrades 

The western boundary of the old 
enry hillips 41,000 acres is about 

se en miles long. One surveyor, who 
~)Ilght t establi 11 the corner, start­

a.t tlJ b ginning orn r: and ran 
by tlic ' :.1.1 d gre ' 11 d r r In til 
P' rHo II took no thou ht r tlUla 

r 11 h r I tru 

I am out 
r r good 
from m 



th the way of the vari 
bi.r dl he was absent n.. .. 1 " 

forlJ'et it. When his distance 1 

m- he had left a long triangle, whal 
. might call a three cornered trian 

It- All these years the faithful com­
nt pass had been "where thou oest I 
en will go, " and the result was that the 
x - lack of co-ordination on the part of 
in the pole, the needle and the young 
n- surveyor left out a strip of 960 acres 
~r- of land, known to this day among the 
] f cognoscenti as the "Hamilton 

\Vedge.' , 

A citi7.en f Randolph Oounty, ' the 
• . lon f 1 W unning,' 

Owr upo it Jil e a haw1 
<:r : ncl J{ral d it, and i 

J t} p r t '. t 1: \ . 11 iL 
'ct I (!I' II t ('1 

Hlt'l t 
'J I 111.1 Ii , 

lH 11 \_ 

it . 

reach 
to be 



CT ."', might al1 a three cornered 
11 th e years the faithful com-

a . had been "where thou goest 
n will g , , and the result was that the 

1 k of co-ordination on the part of 
in the pole, the needle and the young 

an- surveyor left out a strip of 960 acres 
of land, known to this day among the 
cognoscenti as the ':Ham.ilton 
WedO'e,' , 

1:1 " A citizen of Randolph Oounty, the , 
1 

ree colony of low cunning, " swooped 
down upon it like a hawk on a chick­

at en and grabbed it, and it made one 
D- of the prettiest lawsuits that men ev­

~ to er waged for the excitement of it, 

e 

1 1 

\\ lilt 
11 I 

the 



TIt g n­
I m t 

'tim 
Itt th 

'olon,Y f 1 w llnnlng," wooped 
d \ n up n Jt Ilkea hawk on a. chick­
/l and grabbed tt, and it made one 
f the prcttie t Jaw uit that men ev­
l' was' d for the ex itemcnt of it. 

The ld Richard Smyth 31,000 
a r fell into different hand and 
with all the vicissitudes of the old 
time :Jand grabber, the taxe were 

a nt negle ted enough to ubje t it 
\ r h I rf iture. t would g through 

11 riil" sale and be bought in by 
II he yn icate a.nd so, but to make it 
I [ r. plain plain to you, there Is a priv­
nm ity in u h a u 11 a sale with the de­
ressed lin uent ance tor that does not ap­

\" n p ar in a a.le as forfeited land. 
\) TIm in orne fa.iths the hope of 

,:"M::" t~ - h a,ven i m rei delin u nt and not 
f rf It d a th r bodi hold. 

TIll .nad the myth 31 00 
I 1 f th hill, Ev ry n 

I", forf i d Un' ' lUld t gi\­
fL w. tr at 1 wi h 

n w 
It, 

akn 
litl III 

ARL' 

THE a.&. 
The .n..a.1 

On the tel81 
The girl at 

11 they 
Hello, , 
I old IU", 

Ju t tell 
That 
Th 

nd 
1 m UDlrll 



I . ello," '" 
Thf ade the myt.h 31,000 the J Is old lll", 

prl ~ ti t ! r th hill s. EverYone of ~:t~' htlll 
t it I ~ f rf 1ted surveys had to give The De~~ta 
, n.y tit. 0 it was treated with And BUl 

r a r spe t. I'm runn~-_.-

u t there was one weakness about ,,~~~l!:, 
h 31 0 0 acres that did something "My dear 

l~ p the owners from being too If there is 
pr ud and that was the fact that the TTohheK1P you, 

e aiser b ginning corner called for a cypress. And I wlll tr, 
ow t he cypress tree grows in THe way thai 

any he swamps along the coasts. O,n earth a 

e. It is an evergreen. It is never found ~~~ ~~;~ for 
arne in the mountains at an altitude of That it will t., 
kin· 3.000 feet. So a cypress has never You leave Itto 
~n- been found though many a learned My army wen' 

, • Shooting WOIDll 
or of lawyer and many a shrewd surveyor We tore up all 
Bot- has wondered where it could be. If We tore dOWIlwel 

sur- found it might upset some perfectly My Zeps dro_ 
ead good titles and the country would be Ki11ing both Ii 

, And those \bUe 
thls t reated to the sight of the most re- Were taken -
ric spectable title In the country funni I tarted ou 

~~, W~b~ 
W llave got a farreteh d the ry Th 

Ulat th word Is n t 'ypr nt u.ll , nd 
lJ 1. elp u ,a. rm u cl In m _ r iu b,ml 
Kl'Jfl (If ill nl 1 11 

lJr It " ( , nd hi h 11 
It), Jf " Ilm t h in 
I , I flu r n fU

U11Q I r . Ii "t. ~ . 



. (It.h r t.I me. 
n b the nam 

, a I oklng 
1 ev nt n­
e urr yor of 
Marlin ot­

In. r he ur­
at he head 

. irer and this 
of tha.t rich 

coasta On "'~~ It Is an evergreen. It Is never found l ' e" 
In the mountains at an altitude of Andllll"~'" 
3.000 feet. So a cypress has never ~~t it 
been found, though many a learned "My a~~" 
lawyer and many a shrewd surveyor hOOt\l\~ 
has wondered where it could be. If We tore 
found it might upset some perfectly "l1; ~re 
good titles, and the country would be XU P6 
treated to the sight of the most re- And 

. h t Were u.kllll ~ spectable title lD t e coun ry runn I star~ 
amuck, With the 

1 county, one We have got a farfetched theory The D't:11l 

it as belong- that the' word is not cypre s at aU, And WO\ll~ 
even in those but cippus, a term used in some re- ~~lY you 
aim to it as gions of the United States, and which They go 
olph surveyor means the same thing as a "set And will 

acres for stone, " a term often found in surveys I was unll\ 
e same time, here. Be that as it may, no cypress I TWill about 

d hen a 
rlocke and has ever been found on E. P. Shaft'er'~ Told me 

res. Fork of Cheat or any where else In u. 
\e tangle of the highlands of Randolph and Poea- I 

JefteTson to hontas Counties. 
~ T erritory was ======= . 
board, and Jt But we started to talk of the old We ~ave 

n tha.t you & Barren a pe t of t he oa1 IT n 
finite ur- olln try. Wller t h gr 3. lu mb r 

ond rful op rnt l 11 w r ') [ w y at' ag t h r 
J /l o w 11 \ 1 f I I rI till 1:1 m. y 

" 11 in til allanl n l Int)) r h~n l. 
II! }' ' 11/1 .\ h 1111111, W II ul t think 
(JI l (11 III ( 1 I- lid ' t Tu k _ 
1 r 



vv uave gOIl a lanewueu tlleory The lSellrtll 
that the word Is not cypress at all, And WOllldN 

n In t il \ but clppu , a term used in some re- My BUll)lIU,,, 

to it glon of the U nited States, and which ~~ ~ 
h \lrv y r mean the same thing as a "set And will 

for tone," a term often found in surveys I was run~ 
time, here. Be that as it may, no cypress I ~ about, DP 

and has ever been found on E. P. Shaffer'$ TOlrm~ to UT.~ 
Fork of Cheat or any where else In He .. 1'1 

~e \anIle of the hIghlands of Randolph and .Poea- I .... 
e enon to hontas Counties. 

T \n~ 
rrlt.ory wa 

oard and JL 
. ' 'Va ha."e 

But we started to talk of the old So, dear 
n tlJ!lt you 

f lini e ur­
r wonderful 

acquired 
, at ention 

e paltry 
Wi bother 

~ 
II 

" Barren a pect of the Coal & Iron And if you 
Oll n try. Where tho e great lumber You'll have 

operations were a few years ago there I did not listen \:.() n\lll 
And he's coming attel 

I now the worn out look that may be Wit h a million Yank 
en in the abandoned lumber land F rom their home acf( 

of Penn ylvania. We used to think ow that's whY I ca' 
that the old tobacco land of Tucka- I want advice from 1 
hoe were about the most de olate but I know that you wU 

I J ust what I ought t 
the Fur Fork can now be compared . My dear old K.alse 

That country always look- T here i n ' t much 
ern and wild. It now looks stern For the YankS will 

nd , lid and naked. T han I can for you 

I houJd be no ed that Durbin ha 1~: ~~~1~1~:n 
1m ro\' d about a thou and percent nd the minute 
II un' l\ er pr oering on he de- I, ill iYe m: j 

of m lit ] urbin i l 'll be re dy for 

I I 1 I An I'll - ep tl 
(' lind • tarlinton mn And I' ll \'e ynIIII 

If h I to" th tir--t Wh n th Yank:S1 
CO\l Il\ , ~\r 1 . -

I t n till 
II 1 up YQ\lr 


